
SOLENT DEAL AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

MEETING NOTES 5 SEPTEMBER 2016 

Background 

This event was hosted by Liz Batten and Rebecca Kinge from Southampton Climate Conversations. It 

was organised because the consultation on devolution, the “Solent Deal” is taking place (deadline 18 

September 2016). This is a proposal to bring additional powers and funding to the area, in a 

combined mayoral authority which includes Southampton City Council, Portsmouth City Council, Isle 

of Wight Council and the Solent Local Economic Partnership. 

The meeting was by invite only: people were invited because they were engaged in environmental 

activity in the city. In attendance were 22 people who are connected with a range of organisations 

including: University of Southampton, Southampton City Council, Southampton Cycling Campaign, 

Portsmouth Cycling Campaign, Portsmouth green groups, Southampton Climate Demo, Dangerous 

Ideas Southampton, Transition Southampton, The Environment Centre, Clean Air Southampton, local 

churches and Sustrans. 

Setting the scene 

Liz and Rebecca referred to events that had taken place in the last year: Transition Southampton’s 

“Imagine Southampton” and Dangerous Ideas Southampton’s “What Sort of City Should 

Southampton Be?” Key issues identified in workshop discussion was as follows: 

Imagine Southampton had shown that people valued: 

 People not cars 

 Using our water as part of our lives (honour our waterside) 

 Citizen involvement in the planning/development process (Local Plan) 

 Community to reclaim ownership of City’s vision 

What Sort of City Should Southampton Be? – key points: 

 The need for a unique vision for the city and a sense of pride 

 The value of creativity and local skills  

 There needs to be a new approach to economics and growth – one that enables 

society to transition to a low carbon future 

 Many people see the city as a series of city villages and the connections between 

places are really important 

 There needs to be a more social and ecological approach throughout policy-making.  

Presentation by Councillor Simon Letts 

Cllr Simon Letts talked through the centralisation of power that exists at the moment for historical 

reasons. Devolution is seen as an opportunity to allow local areas to grow. The process was 

progressed in some of the larger conurbations, and more recently places such as Hampshire and 

Solent have had the opportunity to bid. 

A Hampshire-wide approach was progressed, but this fell apart because of disagreements between 

Council leaders about whether the bid should include a directly-elected Mayor. Hence, the Solent 

http://www.solentdeal.co.uk/


Deal was proposed which will include the three Unitary Authorities and the Solent LEP. Adjacent 

District Councils could be invited to join at a later date. It would have powers covering some aspects 

of transport, major infrastructure, housing, etc. (More information on the Solent Deal web site) 

Presentation by James Dyke, University of Southampton and Southampton Climate Conversations 

James Dyke spoke to us about the consequences of climate change and last November’s Paris 

summit of world leaders COP21. There were two main outcomes from Paris. First, is that for the first 

time, the international community agreed that it will put in place mitigation plans that would limit 

warming to no more than two degrees Celsius. Second, that it was recognised that two degrees 

which has been established as the threshold of dangerous climate change is in fact too high and that 

warming should be limited to no more than 1.5 degrees Celsius. It was agreed that nations should 

aspire to this lower target. To have a better than 60% chance of staying within 1.5 degrees warming, 

global emissions of greenhouse gases must cease by 2021. There is no established plan for how that 

could be achieved. 

Responding to climate change will require changes to our societies and economies that cities, not 

nations, are best able to produce. Cities can act quickly and form agreements with other cities. 

Organisations such as the C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group, Compact of Mayors, 100 Resilient 

Cities, and ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability are influential within the respective cities and 

the international stage.  

The Solent Deal has the potential to create an urban political structure that could join such 

organisations. In doing so it would unlock potentially significant funding, learn and share best 

practice and enhance the international reputation of the region. 

These presentations were followed by some questions for clarification. 

Comments recorded during and following discussion 

Does the Solent Deal offer solutions to climate change? How? What should 

change? 

Attendees were asked to record their overall headline thought and these were the comments that 

were submitted in response to the above question. 

 The Solent Deal has the capacity to be positive or negative for climate change: Depends 

on the priorities of the mayor. Business influence must be limited. 

 Many possibilities for climate change measures. Very informative meeting, but do we 

have the resources to follow through policies? 

 I strongly believe that cities in other countries who have a lot of local power achieve 

much more than we do here. This is an exciting initiative, hope it succeeds. 

 Devolution can help to create a resilient local community but only if we can override 

national policy. 

 Control over the DNO. 

 I’m concerned about LEP being part of this as they have no democratic mandate in the 

same way as councils. That said, additional powers e.g. on the buses would be very 

beneficial. How positive or negative depends on who the mayor actually is. 

 How do we get smarter, more connected to influence this new body, to influence as 

strongly as business. 



 Depends on the mayor. 

 Hopefully will increase focus on the people rather than big business. 

 Climate change demands a vision of the scale that a Solent Authority could deliver. 

 Large scale energy efficiency drive for domestic and commercial buildings across the 

region and SCC applying for eco funding. 

 Integrated transport policy – especially light rail. 

 Integrated transport – all of it. Cars not no.1 

 Integrated public transport serving major points – not just city centre but e.g. general 

hospital – right to major point. 

 Equal measure given to Air Quality issues when considering future projects. 

 It’s hard to make a decision based on the potential. How sure can we be of things like 

Boroughs joining, bigger asks (from central gov’t) etc? 

 Park and Ride  

 Park + Ride for city centre, corridor for port traffic 

 Clear mention of environmental issues in proposal 

 Defined approach to transport infrastructure across the area including park and ride, 

trains, cycling etc. 

 

These were the notes recorded on flipcharts as part of the group discussion: 

Group 1 

 Cleaner, greener cities for mental health and wellbeing. 

 Join communities together – Southampton and Portsmouth 

 Water resilience – preventing drought and flooding. 

 Power for housing power 

 Positive bus focus / power 

 Standing up to developers – they have too much power at the moment “We’re the 

planners, we tell them what we want” 

 Community energy. 

 How can we get lots of small green businesses into the LEP? 

 ‘We’ need to influence this. 

 Trees, green corridors = resilience, cooling and water retention. 

 Joined up cycle ways (that you’d be happy to let a 10 year old cycle on) 

Group 2 

 Current vision doesn’t (very much) 

 Need to get agreement UK government 

 But step towards….. 

 Transport integration – increased public transport 

 Control energy efficiency EObs (Energy Obligation Certificates – Solent Authority 

could/should control how this money is spent in the authority) 

 Stronger relationships with dock/ port 

 Behaviour change (demographics particular) 



 District CHP 

 Solent Power white label 

 Scale up renewable solar potential, coastal and wind potential 

 Wessex Republic, strong central planning, carbon rationing 

 Sustainable development, economic, social, environmental. 

 Risk: MMW (Mayoral Magic Wand) 

Group 3 

 Maybe more potential than today 

 It could be, but lots based on hopes. 

 What if Boroughs don’t join and we have disconnected authorities? 

 No guarantees. 

 Control of LEP. They favour roads and hold the key to infrastructure funding (other LEPs 

elsewhere work better). 

 This could diminish LEP role. 

 The only way to solve air quality is to take traffic away – tunnel or rail, underground car 

parks outside the city. 

 Pushing unpopular decisions.  

 Detail - need local connections and holistic approach. Rapid transport won’t work if 

don’t do the detail. 

  

Everyone who attended the meeting contributed to the comments above, so these reflect the 

viewpoints of the 22 people in the room. 

For more information: 

Contact Liz Batten lizbatten44@gmail.com or Rebecca Kinge rebecca@solentrenewal.co.uk 

To join Southampton Climate Conversations see www.climateconversations.org.uk and join 

Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/ClimateConversations/  
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